English Literature 12
January 2000 Provincial Examination

ANSWER KEY / SCORING GUIDE
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SECTION 2: FAMILIAR PASSAGE
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the following passage and answer the questions on pages 7 and 8 in the
examination booklet.

Sonnet 73

5

10

That time of year thou mayst in me behold
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,
Bare ruined choirs where late the sweet birds sang.
In me thou seeÕst the twilight of such day
As after sunset fadeth in the west,
Which by and by black night doth take away,
DeathÕs second self, that seals up all in rest.
In me thou seeÕst the glowing of such fire,
That on the ashes of his youth doth lie
As the deathbed whereon it must expire,
Consumed with that which it was nourished by.
This thou perceivest, which makes thy love more strong,
To love that well which thou must leave ere long.
William Shakespeare
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FAMILIAR PASSAGE
Sonnet 73
(page 1 in the Readings Booklet)
INSTRUCTIONS: In paragraph form, using approximately 200 words, respond to the following
question. Write your answer in ink.
1. Show that each of the three quatrains in the sonnet uses an image that effectively illustrates the
speakerÕs approaching death.
(15Êmarks)
Response:

¥ dying year (autumn), which is giving way to winter (cold, desolate, lonely)
¥ dying day (twilight), which is going towards night (dark takes away light as Death takes
away life)
¥ dying fire (ashes), which is slowly being choked out:
Ð wood fuels the fire and its ashes suffocate it / Life gives us our time and,
paradoxically, is what kills usÑold age
Ð too much ash kills the fire as too many years of life kill us

Other responses are possible.
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SIGHT PASSAGE
INSTRUCTIONS: Read the following passage and answer the questions on pages 10 and 11 in the
examination booklet.
Song to the Men of England
Men of England, wherefore plough
For the lords who lay ye low?
Wherefore weave with toil and care
The rich robes your tyrants wear?
5

10

15

20

Wherefore feed and clothe and save
From the cradle to the grave
Those ungrateful drones 1 who would
Drain your sweatÑnay, drink your blood?
Wherefore, Bees of England, forge
Many a weapon, chain, and scourge,
That these stingless drones may spoil
The forced produce of your toil?
Have ye leisure, comfort, calm,
Shelter, food, loveÕs gentle balm?
Or what is it ye buy so dear
With your pain and with your fear?
The seed ye sow, another reaps;
The wealth ye find, another keeps;
The robes ye weave, another wears;
The arms ye forge, another bears.
Sow seedÑbut let no tyrant reap:
Find wealthÑlet no impostor heap:
Weave robesÑlet not the idle wear:
Forge armsÑin your defence to bear.

25

30

Shrink to your cellars, holes, and cellsÑ
In halls ye deck another dwells.
Why shake the chains ye wrought? when see
The steel ye tempered glance on ye.
With plough and spade and hoe and loom
Trace your grave and build your tomb
And weave your winding-sheetÑtill fair
England be your Sepulchre.
Percy Bysshe Shelley

1 drones: non-working male bees
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SIGHT PASSAGE
ÒSong to the Men of EnglandÓ
(page 2 in the Readings Booklet)
INSTRUCTIONS: In paragraph form, using approximately 150 words, respond to the following
question. Write your answer in ink.

2. With specific reference to ShelleyÕs ÒMen of England,Ó show three contrasts the speaker
makes between the lives of the ÒMen of EnglandÓ and the lives of the Òlords.Ó
(10Êmarks)
Response:
Men of England

Lords

¥ Òweave with toil and careÓ (3)
weave robes (19)

¥ wear Òrich robesÓ (4)

¥ Òfeed and clotheÓ (5)

¥ Òungrateful drones who would / Drain
your sweatÑnay, drink your blood?Ó
(7-8)

¥ ÒforcedÉtoilÓ (12)

¥ Òstingless dronesÓ spoil the produce of
workers (11)

¥ have ÒpainÓ and ÒfearÓ (16)

¥ have Òleisure, comfort, calm, / Shelter,
food, loveÕs gentle balmÓ (13-14)

¥ Òsow seedÓ (21)

¥ reap

¥ poor

¥ keep the wealth (18)

¥ Òforge armsÓ (24)
temper steel (28)

¥ use them on the workers Òsteels glanced
on themÓ (28)

¥ fearful / cowardly / blind / oppressed
ÒBees of EnglandÓ (9)

¥ impostors (22), tyrants (21)

¥ live in Òcellars, holes, and cellsÓ (25)
live in chains made by themselves
(27)

¥ live in decked halls (26)

¥ continue as they are and they can
Òtrace [their] grave,Ó build tombs,
Òweave winding-sheet,Ó and die
(ÒEngland be your Sepulchre.Ó)
(30-32)
Other responses may be possible.
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SHAKESPEAREAN DRAMA
ENGLISH LITERATURE 12 SCALE
FOR THE MARKING OF 10-POINT EXPOSITORY ANSWERS.
A composition may or may not show all of the features of any one scale point.
Scalepoint 5: Excellent
The knowledge contained in an answer at Scalepoint 5 is outstanding. The answer displays a clear
understanding of the speech and indeed of the entire play. References and/or quotations are accurate,
precise, and appropriate. Analysis of character shows keen awareness and insight. The answer suggests a
complete synthesis of the play, even though it may focus only on the particular speech quoted in the
question. The writing is fluent, controlled, coherent, and precise.
Scalepoint 4: Good
A relatively high degree of competence is displayed at Scalepoint 4, though the depth of insight or breadth
of understanding will be less than that found in a paper at Scalepoint 5. All references and illustrations
are accurate, although they are limited in number and may be somewhat obvious. Appropriate
understanding of character is displayed; however, it may not extend beyond the conventional. The
organization of the paper is appropriate. Sentences show some variety, and vocabulary is accurate. There
are only a few mechanical errors, none of which is obtrusive.
Scalepoint 3: Adequate
Scalepoint 3 papers are limited to a purely superficial level of understanding. The knowledge of character
(while adequate) may be flawed or incomplete. Language may be marked by errors, but is competent.
Supporting details may be weak or nonexistent.
Scalepoint 2: Inadequate
The knowledge reflected in a paper at scalepoint 2 is inadequate or inappropriate. References to the text,
if they exist, are probably irrelevant, flawed, incorrect, or confusing. The motivations or traits applied to
characters are likely misleading or inaccurate. Organization is weak; transitions are not apparent.
Sentences are poorly constructed or, at best, short and choppy. Diction may be colloquial and
inappropriate; mechanical errors likely impede basic understanding.
Scalepoint 1: Unacceptable
There are two outstanding characteristics of the scalepoint 1 response. First, the response contains
inadequate or incorrect information about the drama or quotation. Second, the studentÕs inability to
organize a paragraph hinders communication to the point where the reader has to guess at the writerÕs
intent.
Scalepoint 0: Insufficient
Papers at scalepoint 0 indicate little knowledge of the play. Comments are superficial or general, and are
unsupported by explanation or detail. No coherent explanation of significance or importance of the
passage is evident.
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SECTION 3: SHAKESPEAREAN DRAMA
Value: 10 marks

Suggested Time: 15 minutes

INSTRUCTIONS: Choose one of the three passages on pages 3 to 5 in the Readings Booklet. For the
selected passage, write approximately 150 words in paragraph form, in which you
explain what the passage reveals about the character of the speaker.
3. Hamlet (1600-1601)
Having witnessed ClaudiusÕ reaction to the play within the play, Hamlet is now convinced of the latterÕs
guilt. It is at this point, while on his way to his motherÕs bedroom, that Hamlet is afforded the best
opportunity of avenging his fatherÕs murder.
Hamlet:

Now might I do it pat, now he is a-praying,
And now IÕll doÕt. And so he goes to heaven,
And so am I revenged. That would be scanned.
A villain kills my father, and for that
I, his sole son, do this same villain send
To heaven.
Why, this is hire and salary, not revenge.
He took my father grossly, full of bread,
With all his crimes broad blown, as flush as May;
And how his audit stands, who knows save heaven?
But in our circumstance and course of thought,
ÕTis heavy with him; and am I then revenged,
To take him in the purging of his soul,
When he is fit and seasoned for his passage?
(III. iii. 73Ð86)

Response:
In this passage, Hamlet shows himself to be
¥ logical.
¥ scrupulous.
¥ prone to tortuous internal debate.
¥ guiltyÑas he himself would see itÑof Òthinking too precisely on the event.Ó
Other responses may be possible.
Criteria: Content and written expression
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4. The Tempest (1611)
Ferdinand is in front of ProsperoÕs cell performing the tasks given him by Prospero. Miranda enters
immediately after this speech.
Ferdinand:

There be some sports are painful, and their labor
Delight in them sets off; some kinds of baseness
Are nobly undergone, and most poor matters
Point to rich ends. This my mean task
Would be as heavy to me as odious, but
The mistress which I serve quickens whatÕs dead
And makes my labors pleasures. O, she is
Ten times more gentle than her fatherÕs crabbed;
And heÕs composed of harshness. I must remove
Some thousands of these logs and pile them up,
Upon a sore injunction. My sweet mistress
Weeps when she sees me work, and says such baseness
Had never like executor. I forget;
But these sweet thoughts do even refresh my labors,
Most busiest when I do it.
(III. i. 1Ð15)

Response:
In this passage, Ferdinand shows himself to be
¥ intelligent.
¥ caring.
¥ sensitive.
¥ admiring.
¥ much in love with Miranda.
¥ willing to accept discipline.
¥ resentful of ProsperoÕs treatment.
Other responses may be possible.
Criteria: Content and written expression
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5. King Lear (1603)
Both Regan and Goneril have denied LearÕs men access to their homes. Outside the house, Lear finds
Kent in the stocks.
Lear:

You heavens, give me that patience, patience I need.
You see me here, you gods, a poor old man,
As full of grief as age, wretched in both.
If it be you that stirs these daughtersÕ hearts
Against their father, fool me not so much
To bear it tamely; touch me with noble anger,
And let not womenÕs weapons, water drops,
Stain my manÕs cheeks. No, you unnatural hags!
I will have such revenges on you both
That all the world shallÑI will do such thingsÑ
What they are, yet I know not; but they shall be
The terrors of the earth. You think IÕll weep.
No, IÕll not weep.
[Storm and tempest.]
I have full cause of weeping, but this heart
Shall break into a hundred thousand flaws
Or ere IÕll weep. O Fool, I shall go mad!
(II. iv. 270Ð285)

Response:
In this passage, Lear shows himself to be
¥ pitiable.
¥ powerless.
¥ betrayed.
¥ bombastic.
¥ proud.
¥ on the edge of madness.
Other responses may be possible.
Criteria: Content and written expression
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SECTION 4: GENERAL ESSAY
Value: 25 marks

Suggested Time: 40 minutes

INSTRUCTIONS: Choose one of the following topics. In an essay of approximately 400 words,
develop a concise, focused answer to show your knowledge and understanding of
the topic. Include specific references to the works you discuss. You may not need
all the space provided for your answer. Do not double space. You are encouraged
to refer to works outside the Core Studies Readings List.
6. By reference to at least three literary works, show that writers often praise that which they see
as enduring and timeless.
Note to markers: Students will not be penalized for utilizing only core works in responding to a
question.
Response:
Core readings:
¥ ÒPrologueÓ to The Canterbury Tales
¥ ShakespeareÕs Sonnet 29 (ÒWhen in disgrace with fortune and menÕs eyesÓ)
¥ ÒValediction: Forbidding MourningÓ
¥ ÒElegy Written in a Country ChurchyardÓ
¥ ÒMy Heart Leaps UpÓ
¥ ÒUlyssesÓ
¥ Elizabeth Barrett BrowningÕs Sonnet 43 (ÒHow do I love thee? Let me count the waysÓ)
Other works to which students may refer:
¥ ShakespeareÕs Sonnet 16 (ÒLet me not to the marriage of true mindsÓ)
¥ ShakespeareÕs Sonnet 18 (ÒShall I compare thee to a summerÕs dayÓ)
¥ ÒLines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern AbbeyÓ
¥ ÒThe PulleyÓ
¥ ÒIt Is a Beauteous Evening, Calm and FreeÓ
¥ ÒBright Star. Would I Were Steadfast as Thou Art!Ó
¥ ÒProspiceÓ
¥ ÒIn Time of ÔThe Breaking of NationsÕÓ
¥ ÒThe Wild Swans at CooleÓ
Many other responses are possible.
Criteria: Content and written expression
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7. By reference to at least three literary works, show that writers, in their depiction of the natural
world, often explore human experience.
Response:
Core readings:
¥ ÒWhoso List to HuntÓ
¥ ShakespeareÕs Sonnet 73 or any of his plays
¥ ÒTo a LouseÓ
¥ ÒElegy in a Country ChurchyardÓ
¥ ÒMy Heart Leaps Up When I BeholdÓ
¥ ÒThe World Is Too Much with UsÓ
¥ ÒThe Rime of the Ancient MarinerÓ Parts I and II
¥ ÒApostrophe to the OceanÓ
¥ ÒOde to the West WindÓ
¥ ÒOde to a NightingaleÓ
¥ ÒDover BeachÓ
¥ ÒSongÓ
¥ ÒPrettyÓ
Other works to which students may refer:
¥ ÒThe NymphÕs Reply to the ShepherdÓ
¥ ÒThe GardenÓ
¥ ÒLines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern AbbeyÓ
¥ ÒOzymandiasÓ
¥ ÒThe Wild Swans at CooleÓ
¥ ÒShooting an ElephantÓ
Many other responses are possible.
Criteria: Content and written expression
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8. By reference to at least three literary works, show that characters sometimes feel remorse or
deep regret for their actions.
Response:
Core readings:
¥ Hamlet is remorseful for his own inaction; killing Polonius, hurting Ophelia, poor
manners to Laertes.
¥ LearÕs remorse for his treatment of Cordelia.
¥ Ancient Mariner is remorseful for killing the Albatross / his shipmates.
Other works to which students may refer:
¥ Percival is remorseful for not asking questions (re: the grail)
¥ Gawain is remorseful for his hiding of green belt (against chivalry and God)
¥ Everyman is remorseful for delaying his preparation for death
¥ Adam and Eve show remorse for sinÉ (Paradise Lost)
¥ the young soldier is remorseful for killing his ÒfoeÓ (HardyÕs ÒThe Man He KilledÓ)
¥ Gradgrind is remorseful for his parenting skills
¥ the youth in ÒArabyÓ is remorseful he could not get a gift for the girl
Many other responses are possible.
Criteria: Content and written expression
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 12 HOLISTIC SCALE
FOR THE DOUBLE-MARKING OF THE GENERAL ESSAY ANSWERS.
Scalepoint 5: Excellent
The knowledge reflected in the content of a paper at Scalepoint 5 is excellent. There is an outstanding
match of topic and selections. The content may go beyond the conventional, suggesting the perspective of
an independent thinker who has synthesized the entire work. Literary references are specific and apt. The
paperÕs clear organization and focus produce a unified, coherent, and direct analysis of the topic. In its
control of language the paper exhibits outstanding fluency.
Scalepoint 4: Good
This paper resembles a 5, but lacks a 5Õs insight and specific illustration. The knowledge reflected in the
content of a paper at Scalepoint 4 is good. There is an above average match of topic and selections. The
paper presents its material conventionally, but accurately. Supporting detail is appropriate, but is usually
limited. The paperÕs organization is conventional and workmanlike, with some evidence of attention to
matters of unity and coherence. Literary references are accurate and appropriate. In its control of
language the 4 paper exhibits strong vocabulary and a general absence of mechanical errors.
Scalepoint 3: Adequate
This paper resembles a 4 paper, but tends to lack a proper thesis and tends to limit itself to the narrative or
purely superficial level of understanding. The knowledge reflected in the content of a paper of Scalepoint
3 is adequate. It demonstrates partial or flawed understanding. References may be weak, and there is a
general failure to develop ideas fully. Often, supporting details are weakly linked to the thesis. The
language, like the organization, is competent but conventional. Some mechanical errors impair the force
and clarity of expression.
Scalepoint 2: Inadequate
The knowledge reflected in the content of a paper of Scalepoint 2 is inadequate. The paper fails to address
the topic, deals with only part of the topic, or contains a number of factual errors. It reflects incorrect
understanding and superficial thinking. References are flawed, lack variety, and offer inadequate support.
Structure is weak; paragraphing is rudimentary. Transitions are weak or non-existent. Sentences are
simple, and lack variety. Diction is frequently colloquial and inappropriate. Mechanical errors are
frequent.
Scalepoint 1: Unacceptable
The knowledge reflected in the content of a paper of Scalepoint 1 is unacceptable. Such a paper displays
very little knowledge of the work(s) discussed. There are few, if any, detailed references or pertinent
quotations. Points remain undeveloped. Knowledge displayed is often simplistic, narrative, or inaccurate.
There is little sense of organization: thesis or topic sentences are misleading or absent; development
points are vague or absent. The conclusion may be missing entirely, or confusing. Spelling and
mechanics are a distraction.
Scalepoint 0: Insufficient
There is virtually no knowledge reflected in the content of a paper of Scalepoint 0. The paper has
information insufficient to warrant a grade. It is without merit of length or language.

END OF KEY
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