English 10
August 2005 Examination
Student Booklet
Student Instructions
1. Ensure that in addition to this Student Booklet, you have a Response Form and
a Written-Response Booklet.
2. Disqualification from the examination will result if you bring books (including
dictionaries), paper, notes, or unauthorized electronic devices into the
examination room.
3. This examination is designed to be completed in two hours. Students may,
however, take up to 30 minutes of additional time to finish.
4. At the end of the examination, return this Student Booklet, the Response Form and
the Written-Response Booklet to the supervisor.

ENGLISH 10 PROVINCIAL EXAMINATION
Value

Suggested
Time

PART A: Reading—Comprehending Texts

27 marks

35 minutes

PART B: Reading—Making Connections

14 marks

35 minutes

PART C: Writing

24 marks

50 minutes

65 marks

120 minutes

This examination consists of three parts:

Total:

You will read three passages connected by a theme. Each passage provides a perspective on the theme.
You will answer some questions to show your understanding of each passage. Then, you will answer
some questions that ask you to make connections between two of the three passages.
Read the short context statement before each passage to get useful information.
The numbers in the left margin next to passages tell you where to find information. Every fifth paragraph
is numbered 5, 10, 15, and so on. For poetry, every fifth line is numbered 5, 10, 15, and so on.
Read each context statement, passage and question carefully.
Multiple-Choice Questions
• Decide the best answer for each question.
• All answers must be entered on the Response Form.
• Use a pencil to fill in the bubble for the answer you think is correct.
• Only work on the Response Form will be marked.
• If you decide to change an answer, completely erase your first answer.
Written-Response and Writing Questions
• Use a pen with blue or black ink.
• Write your answers clearly in the space provided in the Written-Response Booklet.
• Only work in the Written-Response Booklet will be marked.
• If you use unacceptable language or content, you may be given a zero for your answer.

PART A
Reading—Comprehending Texts
Value: 27 marks

Suggested Time: 35 minutes

Theme

People and events can
sometimes surprise us.

Before you begin to read, take a moment to think about what this theme means to you.
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The speaker of this poem, a woman working in a traditionally male job, describes the
task of making a sidewalk in an unusual way.

Recipe for a Sidewalk
by Kate Braid
Pouring concrete is just like baking a cake.
The main difference is
that first you build the pans. Call them forms.
Think grand.
5 Mix the batter with a few simple ingredients:
one shovel of sand
one shovel of gravel
a pinch of cement.
Add water until it looks right.
Depends how you like it.
Can be mixed by hand or with a beater called
a Readi-Mix truck.
Pour into forms and smooth off.
Adjust the heat so it’s not too cold,
15 not too hot. Protect from rain.
Let cook until tomorrow.
Remove the forms and walk on it.
10

There is one big difference from cakes.
This one will never disappear.
20 For the rest of your life your kids
will run on the same sidewalk, singing
My mom baked this!
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1. What does the word “grand” in line 4 mean?
A.
B.
C.
D.

wealthy
high tech
large scale
magnificent

2. Pans are to cakes as forms are to
A.
B.
C.
D.

. Which of the following completes this sentence?

beaters
shovels
sidewalks
baked goods

3. Which action completes the sequence? (Mark your answer on the Response Form.
Do not fill in the box below.)
build
pans
A.
B.
C.
D.

Æ

mix
batter

Æ

?

Æ

smooth
off

let it cook
adjust heat
add cement
pour into forms

4. What is the meaning of “cook” as it is used in line 16?
A.
B.
C.
D.

to mix
to bake
to harden
to prepare

5. Which line represents a shift in the poem from instruction to reflection?
A.
B.
C.
D.

“The main difference is” (line 2)
“Add water until it looks right” (line 9)
“Let cook until tomorrow” (line 16)
“There is one big difference from cakes” (line 18)
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6. What is the main way the process of making a sidewalk differs from baking a cake?
A.
B.
C.
D.

The forms need to be built.
The ingredients are simpler.
The batter comes premixed.
The mixing process is more difficult.

7. Which aspect of making a sidewalk most appeals to the speaker?
A.
B.
C.
D.

the smoothness of the concrete
the need for careful attention to detail
the permanence of the finished product
the skill involved in mixing the ingredients

8. Which word best describes the speaker’s emotion in “My mom baked this!” (line 22)?
A.
B.
C.
D.

pride
surprise
disbelief
embarrassment

9. The entire poem may be seen as which of the following?
A.
B.
C.
D.

irony
parody
metaphor
oxymoron
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This article shows how one person was able to finance his education through the
unexpected gift of a stranger. The graph below the article gives information about
how other students finance their education.

The Gift: How One Act of Kindness Changed a Life
by Monty Hall as told to Robert Kiener
Although I haven’t appeared on television as
host of “Let’s Make a Deal” since 1991, not
a day goes by that someone doesn’t recognize
me. “Hey, Monty!” a stranger will
invariably yell at me. “What’s behind Door
Number One?” While I appreciate the
recognition, I sometimes wish that I were
known more for what I do today—charity
work.

steps at the company across the street from
mine. He seems like an intelligent young
man—is that the kind of work he’s chosen
to do?”
10

I make more than 50 charity appearances a
year and must have raised nearly a billion
dollars for worthwhile causes. In 1988 I
received the Order of Canada for my
humanitarian work.
Countless times I have seen that if you cast
your bread upon the waters, it will come back
a hundredfold. But there is one story in
particular that, for me, illustrates the point.
To this day it can still move me to tears.

“Tell your son to come see me tomorrow,”
Freed told the butcher.
The next night, after finishing his work as
a delivery boy and cleaner at Churchill’s,
the wiry 20-year-old met with Freed in his
factory office.

On a crisp spring day in 1942, Max Freed, the
owner of a Winnipeg shirt-making company,
Hercules Manufacturing, was returning to his
factory with a bundle of orders tucked neatly
beneath his arm. Business was good and Max,
although only 30, was carving out a niche as a
successful businessman.
5

As he walked to his office, he noticed a young
man across the street, on his hands and knees,
scrubbing the front steps of Churchill’s, a
clothing wholesaler. The young man looked
familiar. Freed crossed the street and asked
him, “What are you doing here?”
The 20-year-old answered: “I work for
Churchill’s. My boss told me to scrub
these steps.”
“What’s your name?” asked Freed. The young
man told him.
“Is your father my butcher?” “Yes,” the
youth replied.
Freed went to his office and phoned the
butcher. “I just saw your son washing the
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“He wants to go back to college,” the softspoken butcher told Freed, “but I can’t afford
to send him.” He explained that his son had
worked for two years after graduating from
high school, saving for college. But after a
year and a half at the University of Manitoba,
his money had run out. Business was poor,
and even though the butcher’s wife worked
two jobs, the family barely scraped by. The
young man’s weekly salary of nine dollars
helped out tremendously.

“Do you want to go back to college?”
Freed asked.
“More than anything!” the young man replied.
15

Freed looked him straight in the eye. “I’ll put
you through college. Write down how much
money you need and bring it back to
me—tuition, books, everything.”
A smile broadened across the youth’s face; he
could not believe this was happening. Where
had this guardian angel come from?
The next day when the young man showed
Freed his figures, the shirt-maker looked them
over and said: “Don’t you want something for
yourself? Don’t you eat lunch or get the
occasional haircut? You’ll also need some
new clothes. Add all that in.”
Before handing over a cheque, Freed told the
young man, “There are several conditions I
insist upon.”
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The youth sat silently, eyes wide with
expectation.
20

25 Throughout his life, he never forgot the day

he’d been given the opportunity he needed to
succeed. He also remembered the vow he’d
made to do the same for someone else and has
since helped several young people through
college.

“First, you must tell no one where this money
came from.” The young man nodded.
“Second, you must maintain top grades; I’m
not sending you to college to be a playboy.”

“Thank you, Mr. Freed,” the 20-year-old
replied. “I won’t disappoint you.”

There was one promise the young man made to
Max Freed that he couldn’t keep. For nearly
30 years, he told no one the identity of his
mysterious benefactor. But he finally decided
to tell his story because he felt it would inspire
others to help someone, and because he felt
that Max Freed deserved the recognition
despite wanting to be anonymous.

Each month he visited Freed to report on his
progress. At the University of Manitoba, he
earned high grades, was near the top of his
class and was elected president of the
student body.

I often tell this story. It reminds me that no
matter what we do in life, no matter how high
we climb the ladder of success, we will
ultimately be remembered for how we helped
others less fortunate than ourselves.

Over three years, Max Freed lent the butcher’s
son $990. The young graduate began repaying
the debt as soon as he landed his first job after
college. He sent Freed $100 the first year,
$100 the next and the rest the third year after
he graduated.

There’s another reason I love telling this story:
I am the butcher’s son.

“Third, this is a loan. You have to pay me
back every penny when you can afford to.
And lastly, you must promise to do this for
someone else in your lifetime.”

How Canadian students aged 18–24
pay for college or university
Employment prior to
starting college or university
Employment during
academic year
Non-repayable funding
received from family
Grants, bursaries,
scholarships
Government
student loans
Repayable funding
received from family
Investment income
(such as RESP)
Private loans or
lines of credit
0
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10. Who is the narrator of the story?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Max Freed
Monty Hall
Robert Kiener
Fred Churchill

11. Why did the speaker receive the Order of Canada?
A.
B.
C.
D.

for his work helping others
for being a Canadian celebrity
for his success as a businessman
for providing scholarship money to students

12. How did the speaker break his promise?
A.
B.
C.
D.

He received poor marks at university.
He revealed who gave him the money.
He did not pay the money back on time.
He did not offer the same kindness to someone else.

13. What was the young man’s job at Churchill’s?
A.
B.
C.
D.

butcher
shirt-maker
delivery boy
businessman

14. What does the phrase “carving out a niche” (paragraph 4) suggest?
A.
B.
C.
D.
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filling orders
beginning a job
cutting out shirts
establishing a business
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15. Why did the narrator decide to tell the story?
A.
B.
C.
D.

to fulfill his promise
to raise money for charity
to inspire people to help others
to receive recognition for himself

16. Which statement best illustrates the main idea of the passage?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Education is its own reward.
Charity work leads to recognition.
Success in life depends on good grades.
Kindness is more important than success.

17. Which heading is suitable for the labels on the left side of the graph?
A.
B.
C.
D.

types of credit
sources of funding
kinds of employment
percentage of students

18. Which statement is supported by the information in the graph?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Most students rely on government loans.
Few students receive money from their family.
Most students have a job during college or university.
Few students work before attending college or university.
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A member of the Hockey Hall of Fame, Johnny Bower, was a National Hockey League
(NHL) goaltender from 1958 to 1970. In this passage, the speaker remembers his
surprise when he meets Johnny Bower.

The Game
by Rick Book
Fresh asphalt and pine were my two favourite smells in the world. It meant we were almost at
Waskesiu. “Whiskey Slough,” Prince Albert National Park, a five-hour drive from our farm
into the lakes and rocks and trees of the Canadian Shield. Every summer, we became refugees
from the heat that seared our dryland farm. We’d come up in July, when the fields were still
lush with promise, and we’d often return two weeks later to find the crops burnt to a crisp,
hope shriveled, and dreams put off for another year. Waskesiu was our green oasis.
Our car was loaded and so was the white speedboat on the trailer behind—tents, sleeping
bags, cooking gear, water skis and fishing rods. My sisters and I’d strain to be the first to spot
the park gate, the lake, the golf course and then the town itself. It was like rolling into a
prairie Disneyland with its painted cabins, the brown log museum with the stuffed buffalo
inside, the velvet lawn bowling greens, tennis players in their whites. And Johnny’s Café.
Dad pointed it out as we drove by. “There it is.” I had expected it to be all lit up with flashing
lights and big signs. But it was a simple little building with clapboard siding, yellow with
white trim, just like Grandma’s house. A faded wooden screen door with a Coca Cola handle.
And the sign, Johnny’s Café. Through the window, a glimpse of people at the counter.
“Why don’t you go in later and get his autograph?” said Mom as we drove on to our campsite.
“After we get the tents set up.”
5

Forty-five minutes later I pushed through the door. Palms sweaty, stomach tight, mouth dry
as August. I walked to the shiny old cash register at the end of the counter. A skinny blonde
girl with a very dark tan and very red lips was smoking a cigarette and fiddling with the radio
dial. She turned when she saw me, took another drag.
“Hiya.” She didn’t inhale. “What can I do for you?” She smiled, friendly, not much older
than me but miles ahead.
“Is J-J-Johnny Bower here? I’d like to…ah…like to get his autograph.” Stupid farm kid.
That was probably what she was thinking.
“Sure thing,” she said. “Just a sec.” She wheeled around and walked to the back, through
swinging doors with round steamy windows.
The Toronto Maple Leaf goalie was wearing a white T-shirt, whitish pants and a dirty apron
that he wiped his hands on as he walked alongside the counter toward me.

10

“Hi, kid, how are ya?” said Johnny Bower, the guy I’d watched for years on TV, mostly on a
snowy black-and-white TV.
He’s shorter than Dad, I thought. And almost bald.
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“Hi, Mister Bower.” Swallow. “I wonder…could I have your autograph?” I couldn’t take
my eyes off his face. It was like it had been made out of rubber and left out in the sun too
long. And while it was melting someone had come along with a sharp stick and drawn all
these lines on it. I could even see little dots where some of the stitches had been.
“Sure…got an autograph book?” I shook my head. “No problem.” He bent down under the
counter and pulled out a paper place mat with flowers on one corner. “This do?” he asked.
I nodded.
Johnny reached down into the pocket of his apron for a ballpoint pen next to the yellow
receipt pad. “What’s your name, kid?”
15

“Er…Er…ic.” Johnny put the place mat on the counter, leaned over, pen hovering. “You
play hockey?”
“Yup.” A gulp. A swallow. A nod of the head. “Right wing. For Lashburg.”
Johnny nodded. His pen swirled over the paper like a skater. Miss Lipstick was back,
adjusting her hair in the mirror behind the milk-shake glasses.
There was a sign on the counter: Today’s Special—Hot Turkey Sandwich. And then panic!
What if he asks me my favourite team?
“There you go, Eric.” He looked up. “So, who’s your favourite team?”

20

A slap shot to the gut.
“Uhhh, Canadiens.”
Johnny’s head jerked; he straightened up. “Canadiens!” he said. Three men at the far end of
the counter turned. Miss Lipstick gave me a scornful look. And then Johnny Bower threw
back his head and laughed. A big deep laugh. “So, I suppose you like that Jacques Plante
guy, eh?” I cracked a smile, nodded, picked up the place mat in case he changed his mind.
“Thank you very much,” I said. “I think you’re great, too.” I wanted to make a run for the
door.
He laughed some more, winked at Miss Lipstick, then reached out and swallowed my hand in
his. “No problem. Come back for breakfast anytime, kid.” He turned and headed back to the
kitchen. I ran to the door. I took about a week to recover, and then I went back, once, ate
bacon and eggs and toast real slowly, but the NHL’s second greatest goaltender wasn’t there.
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19. Why did Eric and his family travel to Prince Albert National Park?
A.
B.
C.
D.

They had lost their crops.
They were looking for work.
They were on a family vacation.
They wanted to meet Johnny Bower.

20. Which literary device is used in “Waskesiu was our green oasis” (paragraph 1)?
A.
B.
C.
D.

jargon
metaphor
symbolism
foreshadowing

21. After whom was the café named?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Eric’s grandfather
the Canadiens’ goalie
Lashburg’s right winger
the Toronto Maple Leafs’ goalie

22. Which aspect of Johnny Bower’s appearance most fascinated Eric?
A.
B.
C.
D.

his baldness
his shortness
his dirty apron
his scarred face

23. What do the italics indicate?
A.
B.
C.
D.
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Eric’s thoughts
Mom’s thoughts
Miss Lipstick’s thoughts
Johnny Bower’s thoughts
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24. What emotions does the phrase “A slap shot to the gut” (paragraph 20) suggest?
A.
B.
C.
D.

anger and regret
dread and anxiety
shame and dislike
defeat and disapproval

25. What is the most likely reason Johnny Bower laughed when Eric named his favourite
team (paragraph 22)?
A.
B.
C.
D.

He felt insulted by Eric.
He thought Eric was joking.
He secretly agreed with Eric.
He appreciated Eric’s honesty.

26. Which word best describes the boy’s experience of meeting Johnny Bower?
A.
B.
C.
D.

motivating
bittersweet
comforting
unmemorable

27. The author creates interest in the story by contrasting which of the following?
A.
B.
C.
D.

urban and rural setting
expectations and reality
male and female perspectives
hopefulness and hopelessness
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PART B
Reading—Making Connections
Value: 14 marks

Suggested Time: 35 minutes

Questions 28, 29 and 30 are based on both “The Gift: How One Act of Kindness Changed a Life” and
“The Game.”

28. What is the setting of both “The Gift: How One Act of Kindness Changed a Life” and
“The Game”?
A.
B.
C.
D.

the city
the past
the present
the country

29. What word best describes both Max Freed in “The Gift: How One Act of Kindness Changed a
Life” and Johnny Bower in “The Game”?
A.
B.
C.
D.
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proud
serious
modest
ambitious
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30. Compare and contrast the role surprise plays in both “The Gift: How One Act of Kindness
Changed a Life” and “The Game.”
(12 marks)
•
•
•
•

Support your response with specific reference to both passages.
Your response should be approximately one page in length.
Plan your ideas in the space provided below.
Write your response in the Written-Response Booklet using blue or black ink.

Planning
Use this space to plan your ideas before writing in the Written-Response Booklet.
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PART C
Writing
Value: 24 marks

Suggested Time: 50 minutes

•
•
•
•

Write a composition on the topic below.
You may agree or disagree with the topic.
You may include persuasion, narration and/or description in your writing.
You may use ideas based on your own experience, the experience of others, your reading,
your imagination, or from any aspect of your life.
• Plan your ideas in the space provided on the following page.
• Your response should be approximately three to five paragraphs in length.
• Write your response in the Written-Response Booklet using blue or black ink.

Getting Ready to Write
Surprises can come in many forms. These surprises may be pleasant or they may be disappointing.

Topic
31. People and events can sometimes surprise us.
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(24 marks)
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Topic: People and events can sometimes surprise us.

Planning
Use this space to plan your ideas before writing in the Written-Response
Booklet. Organize your ideas using a web, a list or an outline.
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